Competition Secretary’s Report for The Austin Healey Club Race Championship and HealeySport Sprint and Hill-Climb Championship in 2011
Directors, Officers and Members
Those with a good memory will remember that this time last year we decided to simplify the race championship by running all races in a double header format with a single race organiser, our championship managers, BARC.  In no small way this was driven by the need to meet the challenge of falling numbers which in turn required us to keep our costs to the minimum. By taking this route I was able to offer the drivers ten races in only five weekends, a formula that I felt would be more attractive.

We registered 24 drivers by March and all was set for a reasonable years racing. Sadly as the season progressed our grids became smaller and smaller culminating in a disappointing meeting at Croft in September with only 6 runners. It was apparent that two forces were working upon us. Economic pressures during the year left some drivers unable to spend the money on their cars when they needed repairs so we lost them for good and date clashes with UK and European meets that were of greater attraction to the big cars and took them away from us as they sought racing on a grander scale.
In the final event, at least eighteen of the registered drivers did at least one meeting with us throughout the year but only four did all. It will therefore not surprise you to know that all of those four featured heavily in the results. Once again the tussle for top spot was between David Smithies in his big Healey and Neil Cameron in the Arkley Sprite with David finally taking the honours.
 The table of class positions is published at the end of this report and a full breakdown of all results and points earned can be found on www.healeysport.org > UK Racing >Results.
Once again Robin Lackford of Lackford Engineering generously sponsored us throughout the year, this time as our sole sponsor. He also actively competed with us and captured the class win for the modified Sprites. Well done to him and many thanks for his continued support.
We did set out to run an International Healey race in 2011 however it proved impossible.  I tend to look at these events on a bi-annual or even tri-annual basis to keep them fresh and because the drivers have so much else to do. There is always a risk of weakened grids from a clash of dates with other big international meetings and so it proved this year. However, three of our number made a foray to MGLive to compete in the Pre’66 Historic British Sports cars race. They were David Smithies, Tom Walker and Allan Cameron sharing Tom’s 3000 and Mark Campfield in his colourful big Healey. In the event David Smithies did not run due to mechanical difficulties, Allan and Tom finished ninth out of thirty five runners and Mark romped home to win by thirty seconds after fifty minutes of racing.  A great effort indeed.
Away from the race track and into the hills, my colleague Allan Cameron reports as follows:-
“The 2011 HealeySport Speed Championship attracted record registrations but started on a very sombre note. The death of three times champion Stuart Bullas at the age of 58 shocked the hill-climb world not only among the Healeys but throughout the country’s speed venues where the famous Sprite of Stuart and his close friend Robin Johnson, which featured on Top Gear, had been a regular sight for over a decade.

Once over the shock the guys and gals got stuck into a season that will be remembered for the exploits of Tom Walker in his mind-blowing new Frogeye Sprite. The car, built up over the winter to the maximum allowed under the rules of the championship proved to be a sensation and Tom ended up setting several new Sprite records and finished a brilliant season by breaking the magic ‘fifty second barrier’ at Prescott twice in one meeting.  The first time this had been done with such a car for thirty years.
Tom didn’t have everything his own way, however, as the ‘target timed’ handicap system gives every participant, from standard car through to the full-house lightweight racing spec. cars, an equal chance. They are all brought to an even playing field by being given a target time to beat set at the level appropriate to the individual car and driver combination.

Pat Cooper proved that age is not a restriction and he won the Big Healey class with Lyn Wheadon in his spectacular highly polished aluminium Healey 100 a very close runner-up. Tom Walker won the Sprite Class just ahead of Murray Wakeham in his Mk IV and after the final count back Tom was announced 2011 Overall Speed Champion by one point. Again, full results are available on www.healeysport.org. 
Another brilliant season for the S & HC drivers with huge thanks going to the sponsors of the championship: Denis Welch Motorsport (big’uns), The Frogeye Spares Company (little’uns) and Cape International (overall).”
So. While Allan’s Sprint & Hill-Climb championship continues in the ascendant what of the racing?
Facing the decline in numbers and interest shown in the championship we were clearly going to have a battle to continue even if we could get a permit to do so from the MSA. I therefore accepted the inevitable and looked for a racing partner to help us with grid numbers. Many discussions took place all proving fruitless so I opened a dialogue with the MGCC Midget Challenge to see if we could find a home for the Sprites in their set up. Sprites and Midgets racing together has always been a great spectacle and it is, in a sense, correct that they should be together. Discussions were progressive and positive and I was able to broker a deal with the MGCC that resulted in them changing their championship name to ‘The Midget and Sprite Challenge’ and accepting our cars in two newly created classes adopting our technical regulations.  The Sprite drivers are delighted. They can now have racing in larger and more exciting grids without any alteration to their cars. This is a real win/win situation for both the MGCC and the AHC. Their championship is safe for numbers and continues and our Sprites keep racing without additional costs. The sponsor of this new polarised format will be a very delighted Robin Lackford.
As the big Healeys are already doing so much elsewhere they are, in the main, not going to miss the championship racing. They were not regularly participating anyway so they will suffer no great loss here.  For them I shall organise two or three exclusive stand-alone races, one at the outset of the season and one at the end and, perhaps, one in the middle if I can get it. The date at the end of the year is fixed as we have been invited to put on an all-Healey race at Castle Combe at their Autumn Classic meeting on 6th October. As for the other dates I will advise as we negotiate them.
As I close this report I reflect wryly that it was in the early eighties under my Chairmanship we created the championship racing and it is now under my watch thirty years later that we have brought it to a close. Either I have been very successful or a complete failure. I will leave you to decide. 

Can I thank the Directors, Officers and members of this Club for their support throughout that thirty years and also remember the huge contribution made to our competition by the Comp. Secs that have gone before me. The Late Tony Elsoff; the very much alive and ebullient Charles Matthews and the bright and cheerful Debbie Hardy. Competition plays a large part in the history of the Austin Healey marque and we must continue to keep that alive in all its forms in the years to come. 
Joe Cox. 
AHC Competition Secretary
December 2011
